
Ronan Ryan was a legend in 
his own lunchtime back in 
the Celtic Tiger days, first in 
Il Primo and then in his own 

establishment in central Dublin, Town 
Bar & Grill. Like many of his clients, 
Ryan got caught up in the easy money 
hubris and over-reached himself.  
After bouncing back with a contract 
catering venture, along came NPHET 
and pulled the rug from under the 
Counter Culture business model. 

The medics and academics on 
NPHET, all of them on the state 
payroll, are immune to the 
consequences of trading prohibitions 
on restaurants, and the curtailment on 
citizens’ freedom to dine where they 
want. Under current plans, hotels will 
be permitted to serve meals to their 
guests from June 2, while from June 7 

restaurants will only be permitted to 
serve outdoor meals. 

Oddly, Ryan (50) doesn’t seem that 
bothered. He has experienced so many 
highs and lows during his foodie 
career that he can roll with the 
NPHET punches. He is taking full 
advantage of wage subsidies and his 
new Donnybrook venture, Le 
Comptoir, promises to be a lively 
Paris-style brasserie. For the moment, 
he’s serving up lobster and crab meat 
rolls with a few green leaves and  
chips for customers who include the 
rugby cubs who tone their muscles at 

the Energia Park training ground 
across the road. 

Despite NPHET’s grindingly slow 
restoration of liberty and freedom to 
choose, better days are ahead for Ryan 
and his peers in the sector. In his 
favour, at Le Comptoir is the absence 
of legacy tax, bank, mortgage and 
lease debt that burdens so many  
of his competitors.  

The restaurant owner started out in 
the business as a chef and decided 
quite soon that his talents were better 
deployed front of house rather than 
sweating over the stove.  
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